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UPDATE ON MELBA LINE DERAILMENT 

 
 

TasRail Crews are making steady progress to repair the track and re-rail the train that 
derailed on the Melba Line yesterday.   
 
The fully loaded train was heading north to Burnie when a total of 15 covered ore 
wagons derailed in an upright position.   
 
As at midday today, TasRail crews had re-railed six of the wagons and were 
progressively repairing the track.  
 
TasRail Chief Executive Officer, Damien White confirmed that a total of around 250 
metres of track was damaged in the incident, but he remains hopeful that the Melba 
Line can be re-opened within 24 – 48 hours.   All other train operations are operating 
as normal across the rest of the network. 
 
Mr White confirmed there had been little or no damage to either the freight 
consignment of mineral concentrates, or to the rolling stock.  “The derailed wagons 
were contained within the rail corridor, and there was no product spillage or 
environmental impact”, he said. 
 
The derailment was immediately reported to the Rail Safety Regulator, and will be 
subject to investigation.   
 
The last derailment to occur on the Melba Line was in June 2010.    
 
Today’s mainline derailment is the first track related derailment on the mainline since 
November 2011.  TasRail reported a total of 5 mainline derailments for the 2010/11 
Financial Year. 
 
 
ENDS 
 
 
About TasRail 
TasRail is a State-owned Company, established by an Act of the Tasmanian Parliament to operate a rail freight 
business in Tasmania, effectively and efficiently and in accordance with sound commercial practice.  With a 
workforce of around 250 men and women, Tasmania’s current freight task is approximately 2.5 million tonnes per 
year – generating annual revenue in the order of $30 million. 
 
TasRail conservatively estimates that the freight it transports by rail each year effectively removes the equivalent of 
100,000 B-Double truck movements from the State’s road network.  Even after taking into account the total of 
TasRail’s reported annual carbon emissions (fuel and energy), this equates to a net reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions of some 45,800 tonnes. 
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